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Production  of  eggs  during  1944  was  59  percent  above  the  1935-39  average.  Civilian 
consuniption  during  1944  totaled  351  eggs  per  capita,  18  percent  more  than  the  pre-war 
average  of  298  eggs  per  capita.  Of  the  1944  total  distribution,  civilians  absorbed  73 
percent.  Export  and  military  takings  were  23  percent  of  the  total,  and  4  percent  was 
uti 1 i  zed  i  n  hatch  i  ngs. 

Egg  production  during  1945  will  probably  be  8  to  10  percent  below  1944.  But 
civilians,  primarily  because  of  a  decline  in' use  of  eggs  for  dehydrating,  will  probably 
receive  5  percent  more  eggs  than  in  1944.  Per  capita  civilian  consumption  in  1945  is 
expected  to  average  about  an  egg  a  day,  or  366  eggs  for  the  year. 
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liTe^  Midwest,  per  plaat 
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Chicteas,  per  pound   

Chickens,  parity  price  per  pooad 
Chicken..:,  percentage  of  parity  , 

Tarkeya,  per  poind  

Turkeys,  parity  price  per  ponad 
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Farm,  egg-laying  aash   

Laying  mash,  cost  per  cwt.  .... 
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10  2 
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^8nd  of  oonth.     Froien  e((a  converted  to  can*  •<|uivalent. 

^Adjusted  for  seasonal, 
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SUMl/IARY  -        ■  ■■ 

Demand  for  eggs  for  the  x^emainder  of  1945  v^/ill  contine  uiiusually  str^ong, 
and  prices  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  will  be  materially ■ higher  than  in  1944« 
Civilian  egg  consumption  during  the  latter  half  of  19'45 — restrained  by  the 
limited  supplies  available — may  be  about  the  same  as  in  the  latter  half  of  1944. 
But  with  a  record  consumption  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  egg  consumption 
for  1945  as  a  whole  Vv'ill  be  about  4  percent  greater  than  last  year. 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  in  early  194*^  probably  will  be 
about  the  same  as  in  early  1945^  reflecting  a  continued  strong  demand.  Demand 
for  eggs  may  weaken  during  1946,  hov/ever,  and  prices  may  drop  bel»w  1945  levels 
during  the  year.     A  decline  in  exports  r.f  eggs  probably  will  occur  in  1946,  as 
feed  supplies  and  egg  production  are  increased  in  Europe. 

Egg  production  for  the  remainder  of  1945  will  be  moderately  below  that 
of  1944.    For  1945  as  a  whole,  egg  production  probably  will  be  about  8  percent 
below  that  of  last  y^fSir .    Egg  output  in  1946  probably  •  v^rill  be  about  the  same 
as  in  1945.    Production  of  eggs  in.  the  first  quarter  of  1946  -probably  will  be 
slightly  smaller  than  in  the  first  quarter  of  1945.     But  in  succeeding  quarters 
of  1946  egg  production  is  likely  to  equal  or  exceed  production  in  corresponding 
periods  this  year,  reflecting  a  delayed  hatch 'but  an  increase  in  the  total  num- 
ber of  chickens  raised  in  1945  compared  with  1944-    The  number  of  chicks  and 
young  chickens  on  farmis  May  1,  1945  was  2  percent  below  May  1,  1944.    But  a 
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late  h.Htch  will  orobabl;/  result  in  a  larger  number  of  pullets  on  farms  Januar; 

than  on  Janupr^  1,  13^,  sli^^htlj  -.ore  than  offsetting  the  prospective 
reduction  in  the  ntimher  of  hens*   "' '       ■  -  ■ 

Egg  production  during  April  was  5-perccTit  .^elow  April  19UL,  but  other- 
wise was  the  highe.st  on  record  for  the  nionth.     An  all-time  high  in  the  rate  of 
lay— 17.7  eggs  per  average  layer— partly  off  set  "the  10  percent 'decrease  in  the 
number  of  layers.-  The  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  in  mid-April 
was  33  cents  per  dozen,  6  cents  above  last  year.    Higher  egg  prices  and  some- 
what lower  f«ed  prices  compared  with  last  year  resulted  in  a  favorable  egg- 
feed  price  ratio.     At  11.5,  the  April  egg-feed  price  ratio  was  13  percent  abov 
the  1934-^^3  April  average. 

An  unusual  situation  existed  during  early  May,  the  flush  production 
season.    Up-gracing  of  eggs  was  t:iking  place  in  many  markets.    This  was  a  re- 
flection 0;  the  record  rate  ox  civilian  egg  consumption  (partly  as  a  result  of 
the  scarcity  of  meats),  large  army  procurements,  and  a  strong  demand  for  stora' 
for  later  use. 

•Demand  for  poultry  continues  to  be  unusually  strong.    The  margin  betwee 
demand  and  supply  recently  has  widened.    VfFA  reports  above-ceiling  quotations 
for  live;  poultry  in  some  wholesale  markets,  with  prices  ranging  from  30  to  50 
percent  higher  than  ceilings.    Per  capita  consumption  of  poultry  in  1945  will 
be  about  20  pounds,  2  pounds  more  t^ian  the  1935-39  average  but  3  pounds  below 
the  1944  consujription,  and  3  pounds  less  than  the  previous  record  in  1943. 
ConsuiTiption  of  poultry  m  large  northeastern  metropolitan  areas  is  running 
below  the  national  average,  as  a  result  of  b.eavy  Goverrm^.ent  procurement  in  th 
Del-Mar-Va  Peninsula  and  the  Shenandoah  Valle- ,  iii.portant  sources  of  ooultry 

supplies  for  northeastern  cities.  ,  . 

-r-  May  21,  1945 
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OUTLOOK 


BACKGKOUMD;  Prior  to  the  war  the  principal  outlet  for  eggs 
v/as  ^he  civilian  market.    About  4  percent  of  total  produc- 
tion v;as  used  for  hatching,    l.^rtime  conditions  brought 
large  exports  and  also  large  ndlitary  reo^uireirents .    In  1942, 
1943j  and  1944,  exports,  including  lend-lease  shipments, 
accounted  for  10  tr.  15  pei-c3nt  of  total  egg  production. 
Military  takings  acoojnr.ed  for  8  to  9  percent  o'f  produc- 
tion in  1943  and  1944. 


Table  1.-  Eggs:     Supply  and  disposition  in  the  United  States, 

1 ^35-39  average  and  1940-44 
 ( Shell  egg  equivalent)   


Period 
and 
year 

:  ,Total 

egg 
produc-- 
tion 

: 

Stocks: 

at 
begin- 
ning 
of  : 
•  year 
2/ 

iTinorts' 

■3/ 

Com- 
mercial 
exports. 
3/  ■ 

Sggs  : 
used  : 
for  : 
ihatch-: 
ing  4/: 

:     Mil . 

Mil . 

Mil. 

Mil . 

Mil. 

;     doz . 

doz . 

doz . 

doa . 

doz . 

1935-39  av. 

3,335 

78 

18 

2 

126 

1940   

:  3,629 

74 

7 

5 

125 

1941   

:  3,828 

77 

15 

12 

147 

1942   

.  4,430 

12^ 

3 

13 

168 

.1943   

4,972 

310 

1 

19 

203 

1944   

5,305 

30  s 

1 

19 

176 

Stocks 

at 
end  of 
year 
2/ 

Mil. 
doz . 


rMilita-; 
:ry  pro-: 
:  cure- 
:  ment 
:and  WA: 
:  lend-: 
:  lease 
;  ship-: 
' :  ment  s 


78 

77 
I2U 
310 
303 

1+60 


Mil . 
doz . 


203 
634 
1,021 
1,175 


Civilian 
consumotior. 


Total 


Mil . 
doz . 

3,225 
3,503 
3,434 
3,432 
3,732 
3,784 


•Per  J 
capill 


No.  ' 

eg' 

298 
316 
311 
311 
345 
3511 


1/  Includes  nonfarm  production  ^stL-oated  at  10  t.iercent  of  farm  production.. 
2/  Since  19^1.  includes  estima.ted  WFA  stocks  of  dried  and  shell  eggs. 
3/  Sstima.ted  from  the  total  ntuBter  cf  chickens  rr>ised  in  the    United  States  piid 
the  average  niimtier  of  eggs  req.uired  per  "bird  r^'ised. 


Strong  Demand  for  Eggs  in  Prospect  for 
Remainder  of  1945 

For  the  remainder  of  1945,  the  demand  for  eggs  probably  will  continud 
strong,  reflecting  (1)  continuation  of  a  high  level  of  consumer  income, 
(2)  scarcity  of  red  meat,  (3)  large  military  requirements. 

Civilian  demand  for  eggs  is  clo^elj'-  associated  with  consumer  incomeslj 
Some  reduction  in  consumer  incoiiies  may  occur  during  1945,  but  the  decline 
probably  will  not  change  the  demand  for  eggs  materially. 
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The  scarcity  of  meat  has  contribut^^d  to  the  current  strong  demand  for 
eggs.    For  example,  during  the  first  quarter  of  when  both  mt^'at  and  egg 

supplies  were  large,  egg  consumption  pjr  pc;r son  was  only  about  90  eggs.  In 
the  first  quarter  of  1945,  vvhen  meat  supplies  were  reduced  and  egg  prices  were 
increased,  consumption  amounted  to  100  to  105  ^ggs  per  capita.    Civilian  con- 
sumption of  meat  during  1945  is  expected  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  120  to 
125  pounds  \yer  capita  (wholesale  dressed  weight)  compared  with  150  pounds  in 
1944  and  the  1935-39  average  of  126  pounds. 

VJFA  procurement  of  dried  eggs  thus  far  this  year  has  been  thf*  smiallest 
since  purchase,  progr^ims  were  inaugur-it';d.    No  dried  eggs  were  purchased  during 
the  2  weeks  ended  May  19.     This  is  the  first  time  during  the  flush  production 
season  in  over  3  years  that  V/FA  made  no  ourchases  of  dried  eggs. 


Table    2.-  Purchases  through  May  19,  1945,  of  dried  whole  egg  by  the  V'/.^r  Food 
Administration,  by  nionths  scheduled  for  delivery 


Year 

'.  '^^^ ' '. 

Feb. ; 

Mar. ' 

Apr . ' 

May  , 

June 

J uly [ Aug .  [ 

Sept . ; 

Oct . ; 

Nov. 

Dec. [Total 

:  Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil . 

Mil. 

iviil . 

Mil . 

Kill  . 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil . 

Mil.  Mil. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

ib. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

Id. 

lb.  lb. 

1942 

11.4 

12.9 

13.1 

13.4 

18.3 

17.5 

18.5 

19.2 

19.2 

22.0 

25.3 

15.8  206.6 

1943 

7.2 

20,1 

12. & 

21.4 

17.2 

10,9 

19.6 

19.9 

16.1 

16.4 

20.1 

28.1  209.6 

1944 

26.4 

27.0 

18.3 

27.7 

27. U 

26.1 

24.8 

31.5 

24.2 

20.4 

12.8 

7.6  273.8 

1945  • 

6.2 

5.0 

9.8 

10  ..6 

3.6 

0.5 

In  order  to  make  eggs  more  freely  available  to  civilians  and  the  Armed 
Forces^,  UFA  further  reduced  the  top  paying  price  for  dried  eggs  by  3  cents  per 
pound,  effective  May  14.    This  was  in  addition  to  the  3  cent  reduction  effec.^ 
tive  April  1.    The.  top  jjaying  price  for  the  period  May  and  June  delivered  New 
York  City  is  :ipl.06  per  pound  compared  with  the  ■;?1.12  ceiling  price,  and  the 
$1.15  purchase  price  during  the  same  months  of  19^3  and  1944. 

Despite  the  reduction  in  '"/FA  procurements,  supplies  of  eggs  available 
to  civilians  prouably  will  be  far  short  of  the  demand  at  ceiling  prices  for 
the  remainder  of  1945.    The  decline  in  \'FA  purchases  proD'ibly  will  about  off- 
set the  moderate  reduction  in  egg  production  from  1944  and  the  smaller  com- 
mercial storage  stocks.     About  as  many  eggs  will  be  available  to  civilians 
and  the  military  in  the  second  half  of  1945  as  in  the  second  half  of  1944. 

Prices  of  Eggs  May  Decline 
,  in  194^ 

Civilian  demand  for  eggs  during  the  first  quarter  of  1946  may  be  nearly 
as  strong  as  in  the  first  quarter  of  1945.    Production  of  eggs  will  be  slightly 
less  than  in  the  first  quarter  this  year,  reflecting  a  delayed  hatch  in  ]-945 
and  a  sirialler  number  of  hens  on  farms  January  1  next  year  than  this.  Prices 
received  by  farmers  for  eggs  probably  v;ill  be  about  the  same  as  in. the  first 
quarter  of  1945. 


-  8  - 


Demand  and  prices  for  eggs  ma-y  decline  after  the  first  quarter  of 
1946 depending  largely  on  the  level  of  consumer  income  and  the  availability 
of  meats.    Civilian  meat  supplies  are  likely  to  continue  relatively  small  in 
th«j  first  part  of  1946,  but  the  meat-supply  position  probably  ivill  improve 
during  the  year.    ^  considerable  increase  in -the  fall  pig  crop. is  expected 
in  1945^  which  v/ould  result  in  increased  hog  marketings,  compared  with  those 
of  this  3'"ear,  Deginning  in  the  spring  of  1946.    I'Jith  large  numbers  of  men  in 
military  service,  military  requirements  for  eggs  probably  v;ill  continue 
relatively  large  during  most  of  1946.     On  the  other  hand,  exports  of  eggs 
may  decline  as  feed  supplies  and  -egg  production  are  increased  in  Europe. 
Reports  from  Britain  indicate  that  egg  producers  during  the  coming  months 
.will  receive  larger  allocations  of  feeds  than  heretofore. 

Egg  production  for  1946  as  a  whole  probably  v;ill  total  about  the  same 
as  in  1945v.  .First-quarter  output  will  be  smaller,;  but  in  succeeding  'quarters^ 
output  will  be  e.ual  to  or  greater  than  in  corresponding  periods  of  1945. 
Present  indications  are  that  the  number  of  chicken^- raised  in  1945  will  be 
slightly  larger  tlian  in  1944. 

January  1,  1946,  Laying  Flocks-  Expected  to'  be  •   ■  -  ■ 

Abc'ut  the.  Same  as  on  January  1,  1945      '    '       '        .  ■  ' 

Frori  Jrimary  1,1945,  through  April  1945,  the  percentage  decline  in  the 
average  number  of  layers  and  potential  layers  on  farms  was  about  average, 
and  the  same  as  in  the  corresponding  p-.;r."L6d  of  1944.   .The  average  number  of 
layers  on  farms  during  .-ipril  was  37S  million  birds,  91    miliion  16ss  than  the 
January  1  number  of  hens  and  pullets, ~a" decline  of  19  percent.     In  1944, 
during  the  same  period,  there  was  a  reduction  of  100  million  layers-  and  po- 
tential layers — 19  percent — v/hile  in  the  1.940-44  period  there  was  an  average, 
decrease  of  20  percent  from  January  1,  through  April.    Reports  indicate 
however,  that  because  of  iiigh  prices  obtained  for  poultry,  there  has  been 
some  lia^uidation  of  laying  flocks  in  the.  North  ..tlantic  States  where  the 
poultry-meat  shortage  is  acute.    The  nunber  of  layers  and  potential  layers 
in  the  North  Atlantic  area  decr-^ased  27  percent  from  January  1  through 
April,  compared  with  a  usual  decline  of   ibout  20  percent, 

Although  laying  flocks  during  1945  may  decline  more  than  in  1944 
because  of  high  "poultry  prices,  a.  larger  number- of  young. chickens  for  replac 
ment  purposes  probably  will  be  available ,    This  vfill  off  set  the  decline  in 
the  average  number  of  layers,  so  that  the  number  of  hens  and  pullets  on  farm 
January  1,  1946,  will  probably  be  about  the  same  as  on  J^inuary  1,  1945,  or 
slightly  larger.     On  May  1,  1945,  chicks  and  young  chickens  on  farms  from 
this  year's  hatch  numbered  457  million  birds-,  -  2  percent  fewer  than  on  May  1, 
1944.    However,  last  year,  from  May  1  through  June  30,  the  number  of  young 
chickens  on  farms  increased  118  million  head,  comp- red  with  the  usual  increas 
of  a Dout 200  million  head.  ■  The  number  of  eggs  set  in  April,  was  15  percent 
'larger  than  in  April  1944,  and  orders  for  baby  chicks  as  of  May  1  were  131 
percent  above  those  of  last  year.     This  year,  because  of  relatively  high 
egg  prices  and  a  favorable  egg-feed  price  ratio,  a  late  hatch  probably  will 
occur,  similar  to  that  in  1943-     During  June  and  July  1943,  commercial  hatch 
ing  operations  were  17  percent  of  the  total  for  the.  year,    Ufsually  (1935-39 
average)  about  11  percent  of  the  total  hatch  takes  place  during  June  and  Jul 
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GomMerelal  hatchery  operations  diiriiig  April  v/ertj  9  percea*  aboye 
April  19^4.    Hc.tchiiigs  tliis  ye.rcr  -.v  .re  ©ff  -  to  a.-.lal.e  .start ._   In  February  and 
jVi;:rcii,  Qonl'-iierciafl  h'ltchingr;  v/e.r^j  16  and      p;,'rcc:jn.t  ^welow  :th§  s^me  months  of 
the  pre vi5us '  year .    Hov/over,  with  tlio  improved  deiA'ind  outlook': arid  higher 
prices  for  egrs,  hatchit:/,':  operations  fuined  impetus  and  are-aBov^  last  year's 
level, 

Lar/re  increases  in  h.itching  this  April  compared  vvith  last  occurred, 
in  the  New  Ejigland  and  Atlantic  States,  where  a  large  propprtion^  of  chicks  . 
hatched  are  used' for  commercial  broiler  production^.  .  Hov/evpr',  the  East  North 
Geritral  Gtates  in  April,  for  the  first  time  this  year,  snowed  an^  increa:>e  in 
naLchings  (ll  percent)  compared  with  last  year.    Hatchings,  virere- about  the. 
tian^;  ao  last  year  in  the  Uest  North  Central  States,  .  Hatchj.ng  operations  in 
the  'North  Central  area  are  primarily  for  flock  replace nert  purposes,  and  l.arge 
increase  compared  with  la  at  year  px'obably  will  occur  during  the  next  2  months. 

Present  iridications  are  that  feed  supplies  for  the  coming  feed  year 
v.dll  De  ;.Lmple.     Based  on  f/irmers'  ir:ter.tions  as  of  March  1,  t-he  output  of 
the  4  principal  feed  grains — corn,  oats,  barley,  and  sorghum  grains — v.'ill 
probably  oe  at  near  record  If^vels,    Tlie  C'^rry-over  of  feed  gr^iins  v/ill  be 
relatively  lax-ge  this  year,     ouppl.iuf;.  of  f'j^jd  grain  per  grain-consuming  animal 
unit  for  the  l^Wjt-kb  feeding  yjar,  if  avera/^e  yields  ar';  obtained,  will  proba- 
bly be  near  the  1942--+3  record,    ''^rr  prices  during  the  latter  half,  of  1945 
£ire  expected  to  be  ■iL'Ove  tiiose  of  a  ./ear  earlier,  and  prices  paid  for  feed 
slightly  lower,  if  grain  crops  are  as  large  as  now  seems  Mkely.   The  egg-feed 
price  ivatio  thus  would  contin'io  fa  Adorable  to  a  high  level  of  egg  production. 

HECZNT  DEVELOPMENTS 
Rate  of  Lay  at  Ail-Time  liip:h 

The  April  1945  rate  of  lay — 1'7.7  eg^s  per  average  layer — was  the 
highest  ever  repoi'ted  for  an;.'  month.    The  seasonal  peak  in  the  rate  of  lay 
is  usually  re-iched  in  fciay.     The  April  rate  of  lay  this  year  was  5  percent 
aoo'/e  a  y^-ar  earlier,  and  exceeded  the  previous  record  in  April  1943  ^7 
4  percent.    High  returns,  ample  feed  supr lies, ■  and  an  extremely  warm  and 
early"  spring  were  probubxy  important  factors  in  tb. is  record  rate  of  lay. 
Also  this  year,  with  10  percent  fewer  layers  on  farms,  there  is  less  crowd- 
ing in  iiouses  than  there  was  a  year   igo.     There  has  probably  been  a  steady 
improvement  in  type  of  oira  raised  in  recent  years,  prinarily  because  of 
the  influence  of  the  National  Poultry  Improvyment  Plan,  introduced  in  1935. 
There  was  a  steady ' increase  in  the  rate  of  lay,  from  121  eggs  per  average 
layer  in  193b  to  I44  eggs  in  1942.    In  1943,  the  rate  declined  slightly,  to 
I43  eggs,  but  in  ?i.94;;-  it  reached  a  r^.-cord  of  147  «ggs  per.  average  layer. 

There  has  also  been  a  flattening  out  of  the  seasonalit-"  of  the  rate  of 
lay.    In  the  late  1920' s,  the  KovcmlDer  rate  wr's  •-beat  l/h  of  the  May  peak. 
In  the  19^0' the  "/ovemtGr  rate  hps  beer,  rbout  2/3  of  the  pc.ak  rate'  reached 
in  May,    Hens  -^na  pullets  ^re  layin.^  p.  larger  proportion  of  the  eges  in  'the 
fall  than  they  did  in  the  early  1920' s. 
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Egg  production  during  April — 55^  million  dozen — was  5  "oercent  less  thai; 
■•  '^A-orii  194^+,  "but  otherwise  the  highest  April  on  record.     The  nimiher  of  layers 
oil  farms  was  10  pertjent  sma.ller  than  in  At)ril  19^^ t  hut  the  record  rate  of 
lay  was  an  offsetting  factor. 

Demand  for  Eg^s  Strong  ■ 

A  very  unusual  situation  h-?.s  arisen  with  respect  to  the  demand  for  eggs 
for  this  tine  of  the  yeas — the  flush  production  season.     Indications  are  that 
the  supply  available  has  not  heen  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand  at  ceiling 
prices.    Recent  reriorts  indicrte  that  upgrading  is  taking  place  at  macy  caidteets. 
WEA  has  discontinued  reiDorting  quotations  for  current  receiTJts,  "because  trad- 
ing in  that  grade  no  longer  is  taking  x)lace.    Many  stores  in  large  metropolitan 
centers  especially  in  the  Hortheast  h?ve  not  had  sufficient  eggs  to  satisfy 
all  customers,  and  hsve  either  sold  out  early -in  the  day,  or  were  rationing 
sales,   ' 

Besides  a  strong  civilian  demsjid,  Army  requirements  .are  large  and  thus 
far  have  not  been  completely  filled.    Priorities  on  shell  and  frozen  eggs 
were  instituted  during  April  to  aid  in  satisfying  the  nef^ds  of  the  armed  forces. 

There  has  also  been  a  very  strong  demand  for  eggs  for  storing,  piirposes, 
since  comiCrcial  storage  stocks  are  far  below  average.    An  indicatioh  of  the 
•present  strong  storage  donejid  is  the  quota,ticn  for  October  egg  futures,  which, 
as  of  Kay  21,  was  Ui|.S5.  cents,  only  0.35  cent  below  the  ceiling  price. 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  in  mid-Jipril  averaged  33  cents  per 
dozen,  the  same  as.  in  the  previous  month  out  6  cents  above  that  of  April  I5,  .. 
I9UU,     The  A-oril  IS,  19^5*  "orice  received  by  farmers  was  IO6  T^ercent  of  -narityJ 
With  egg  prices  significantly  higher  than  last  year  and  feed  prices  slightlj^  ,j 
lower,  the  egg-fe^d  -or ice  ratio  was  very  f^^vorable  for  egg  iDroducers,  At 
*  11,5,   the  egg-feed  r^rice  ratio  was  26  percent  above  a  year  earlier  and  I3  per 
sent  above  the  193^"^-'^3  '"■'.''er-'~'ge  for  mid-April, 

Commercial  Stocks  of  Shell  Eggs     •  ' 
Ear  Belov^  -rt-vprage 

Reflecting  strong  current  demands  for  immediate  consumntio'^ ,   the  total 
into-storage  movement  of  shell  and  frozen  eggs  of  3«3  million  cases  during 
April  was  about  ^0  L-iercent  below  April  last  year.    Total  stocks  of  shell  and 
frozen  eggs  on  May  1  were  the  equivalent  of  ^.3  million  cases,  far  below  last 
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year's  record  Mpy  1  holdings  of  12,8  million  cp,pes,  b,ut  5?lif:htly  above  the 
5-ycar  (l937r-^l).  £iv.erage  folr  May  1,    ■i?owi^Ver',^ ^a  food  "oort ion  of  -.this,,  year 's 
holdings— about  ,15  to  ?0- -qercent — vfcre  G-pvcrninent  owned...    Shell  egg-  stocks 
totaled  3»8  million  cases,'  of  which  "one  ■million'  cases  xere  Governmen,/  owned, 
primarily  by  the  armed  forces.     In  the  l'^J,f-'hl'  x)eTio6.^  cpminercially-ovmed 
stocks  on  May  1  avera^^ed  abouj;.  3-1/2  millioh  cpses. 

Since.  May  1,  the  ratfe  of  into-storage  movement  has  declined  significant'- 
ly.     Into-storage  movement  of  rshell  eggs  in  the '35  markets  during  early  May 
was  about  l/p.'of  {he  pre-war  average,  and  about  ^/5„oC>  If^st  year.    Fro  .^en- 
eggs  inputs  for  the  first  y  w:eeks'  in  -^^^ay  were  running  be-hind  ^ast  ye?^.r's 
levels,-    Stocks  of  dried  eggs-  during- April  declined  npnroximately  20  million 
iDOunds,''   This  was  due  to  larg-e-  lend-lease  shipments  of  dried  eggs, 

■Table  4,-  Eggs:     Storage  stocks    in  the  United  States,  vnd-  net  into-storage 
,  movement  at ,  35  I'^^-j^ke.ts,  selected  dates 
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1/  Government  holdings  included  in  IQm-U  and  I9U5,    Frozen  and  'dried  eggs  con- 
verted to  shell-egg  equivalent  on  basis  of  37»5  pounds  ,of  fro^n  egg  'a'nd  10 
pounds  of  dried  egg  to  the  case.         *'  • 


Above  Ceiling  Prj ce s  Q,uo t ed  for  Poultry  ■    *  • 

^^ecently,.  the  margin  betvrefen  d,emand  and  supuly  •f'o.r  nouTffy 'meat  has  be- 
come very  vide.'  'WFA  market  reporter^,  are  quoting  ?bov^'  ceil iif^  wholesale 
prices  for  live  poultry  rt  New  York  City,  .  J'p.vara.ble  -coRsuiBer"  income,  large 
military  requirements,-  and  sca-rcity  of  meat  'are  the  important  factors  con- 
tributing to  the  strong  demand. 

Although  poultry  mert  supplies  are  far  short  of  demand,  civilians  during 
I9U5  probably  will  receive  an  averrf::e  of  20  pounds  per  capita,  2  poimds  above 
the  1935-39  average,  but  3.5  pounds  belovr  the  estimrted  IP^J-U  disappearance 
and  about  8  i:)Ounds  less  thrn  the  record  19^3  consumption.     Civilians  in  the 
large  metropolitan  areas,  especially  in  the  Northeast,  will  probably  receive 
significantly  smaller  quantities  than  the  average  for  the  United  Sta.tes, 
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Large  sources  of  Pup-plies  for  the -northeastern  metropolitan  centers  of 
Nev/:York,  Philadelphia^  and  Boston  are  the  comuercial  "broiler  r)ro due ing  areas 
Qf  the  Del-Mar-Va  Peninsula  and  the  Shenandoah  Valley  of  Virginia  and  V/est 
Virginia,    War  Pood  Order  II9  virtually  r^robioits  the  sale  of  "broilers  produced 
in  those  areas,  except  to  .frovernmental  ai^jencies.     In  19^^,         Tork  received 
about  36  percent  of  live  r--.ultry  receipts  from  the  Del-Mar- Va  Peninsula  and 
the  Shenandoah  Vp.lley  and  Philadelphia  reccdved  79  percent  of  its  receipts 
from  those  areas.     In  addition  to  the  above  mentioned  areas,  War  Food  Order  II9 
has  been  applied  to  the  important  commercial  broiler  producing  centers  in 
Georfria,  O_klaho;:ia,  Missouri,  iirkansas.    The  order  was  further  extended, 
effective  kay  ik,  to  10  important  producin^i-  counties  in  l^orth  Carolina.  The 
States  in  wl  ich  the  order  is  operative  at  riresent  produced  about  65  percent 
of  the  total  iQ'^k  commercial  broiler  output. 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  chickens  in  mid-April  vere  25.-7  cents 
per  nound  and  v/ere  the  second  highest  ever  ro-oorted  for  that  month,  beine 
exceeded  only  in  mid-A^ril  I92O.     The  supply  of  TDOiiltry  meat,  a'lthou^rh  now 
increasing  seasonally,  is  below  last  ye-^r^    Bocciptp  froig  the' Ciidwc^^t ' primary 
T.-Tkets  during  >iay  were  running  about  70  -percent  behind  those  of  last  year. 

Commercial  cold  storage  stocks'  of  i^oultry  or.  May  1,  19^+51  except  for 
May  1,  19^3»  v'ere  at  the  lowest  loyels  reported  since  19?1.     Total  stocks  of 
frozen  ooultry  (excluding  turkeys,  ducks,  geese  and  other  types'  of  poultry) 
were  118  million  uounds.     Of  this  cpiantity,  76  million  pounds  were  G-overhmeat-- 
owned,   so  that  only  hi  million  pounds  vere  comLie'rcial  stocks, 

Table  5»- Poultry  storage  stocks:     United  Strtes,  -*T.pril  1  and  May  1, 

l93^--3  average,  ImUU-Ur  ^ 


Month  and 


Apr.  1,  193^-^3 
average   

May  1,  193^-^3 
average   


Apr.  1,  I9UU   

May  1,  I9UU 

Apr,  1,  19^5 

May  1,  I9U5   ^ 


Total 


1.000  --..Qunds 

■95,76^  , 
70,2UU 
163,^:^.78 

130, OUU 
lUl,708 
117,668 


G-overnment 
holdings 


1.000  pounds 


82,671 
76,217 


i\i  on-,;^o  v  er  nm'e'n't 
holdings 


1.000  -cound's' 

95,76U 

70 , 2hk 
1/168,^78 

1/130,  oUi^ 

59,037 
Ul-,U5i 


1/  Includes  G-overnment  holdings,,  for  vrhich  data  are  not  available. 


